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Who’s Paying
The cartoon I am writing about is called “Who’s Paying” by Cameron Cardow. This cartoon was published recently on November 7, 2011 in the Ottawa Citizen (a Canadian newspaper). Cameron Cardow has been with the Ottawa Citizen since 1983. Cardow’s education began in Sheridan College, where he took courses on animation and illustration. Cameron Cardow’s main focus is political cartoons. His cartoons have been showcased in Globe and Mail, New York Times, Times Magazine, L.A. Times and other publications. He has also been featured on CNN, CBC, and NBC. He is also a two time winner of the Canadian National Newspaper Award for Cartooning for the year of 2008 and 1989. Some of Cardow’s most famous works are Joe Plumber, Banana Republic, Captain America, and Vietnam. 
	In this cartoon there is a bartender and two men. The men are being given drinks and the bartender asks “Who’s paying?” This cartoon obviously has underlying meaning. The two men are personages of Greece and Germany and the bartender “is” the European Central Bank (ECB).  The real world situation here is that Greece is in debt and owes money to the ECB. In the cartoon Greece is pointing to Germany. This shows that Greece wants Germany to pay for them. Germany, though, wants to help Greece.  By lending them money, it would benefit Germany because that means with more money, Greece will be able to buy more German product. That though would lead to Greece not saving the money to pay off their debt but rather spending it and putting them even farther in debt. So like one of the men in the cartoon who can’t afford his drink, Greece can’t pay off their debt on their own. Also like one of the men in the cartoon who is paying for both the drinks, Germany is lending Greece money. 
	The cartoonist’s intention is to make people see the major crisis that Greece is undergoing. The lampoon though is directed towards Greece and how they are in debt. Greece is being targeted because they are causing much turmoil not only in Europe, but also in America. This cartoon is a big slap to the face for the Greek government. The response that the Greek’s would most likely have towards this cartoon is that it is not their fault that they are in debt and that they need help from the European Union (EU). 
	I chose to write about this cartoon because I feel like the issue seen in the cartoon is something that is currently affecting our world. The issue is Greece’s economic situation. Greece is unable to pay off any of their debts because they do not have the money to give. This is putting the other countries that have helped them in a difficult situation. Even America has been unable to help Greece and if they can’t help Greece how can they help the other countries of Europe. Does this mean the EU is heading toward a slow downfall? 
	This cartoon achieves igniting some anger from both Greece and Germany.  For Greece it just shows how they are failing at securing themselves as a stable country and for Germany it shows that their help towards Greece has not accomplished much of anything. This cartoon needed to be published to show people that this is a serious problem and needs to be addressed and solved before it is too late. 
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